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than a peremptory representation from England.
As it was, the Turks resisted because England
made no such demand, and because, when Russia
made it, they felt sure that their old ally would not
leave them in the lurch.

For a moment it seemed as if the Christians of
the Balkan Peninsula could recover their freedom
unaided. Aspiring to play the part of a new
Piedmont, Servia declared herself independent,
and joined with Montenegro, which had always
been independent, in making war on the Porte,
thousands of Russian volunteers flocking to take
part in the new crusade. Unfortunately the
Servians were neither themselves a fighting race,
nor were they led by a brave Prince ; while the
Turks, besides wielding far greater resources,
showed that their old military capacity still survived
in unbroken vigour. Montenegro did wonders ;
but a series of disasters laid Servia at the feet of
her old conquerors before the summer of 1876 was
over, to be saved only by Russia's imperative
intercession.

Then followed six months of negotiation between
the Porte and a reconstituted European Concert.
The Powers were agreed in demanding a reformed
administration for the Christian provinces of the
Balkan Peninsula, with an armed executive Com-
mission to enforce their decrees. All might have
been peaceably arranged had not Beaconsfield, with
his usual genius for plagiarism, set himself to repeat
the part played by Palmerston in 1853-54, totally
misconceiving the difference of circumstances, the
aim, and the spirit that distinguished his model